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service to the hospital and surrounding com-
munity.

Kurth Cottage is the gift shop and res-
taurant/tea room at Valley Hospital. It once
was an actual cottage, however, and the
rooms it occupies in the hospital building
today have been renovated to closely resem-
ble the lovely surroundings of the original cot-
tage.

Valley Hospital has put so much effort into
what might otherwise be a simple, utilitarian
facility because of extra level of comfort that
warm, friendly surroundings can bring to pa-
tients’ families. Family members visiting seri-
ously ill relatives have many worries on their
minds. A good meal in comforting sur-
roundings can help ease those worries and
make their outlook more optimistic. A positive
outlook among family can, in turn, offer en-
couragement to patients themselves as they
face recovery from surgery or illness.

Kurth Cottage has its origins in 1948, when
the Women’s Auxiliary of Valley Hospital de-
cided that the hospital, which was still under
construction, should have a ‘‘small gift shop
and snack bar.’’ Rather than include the shop
and snack bar in the hospital building, a small
house on the hospital grounds was chosen as
its site and named for Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred
Kurth, major benefactors of the project. The
cottage opened for business May 1, 1950, five
months ahead of the opening of the hospital
itself.

Kurth Cottage proved to be much more than
the typical stainless steel and Formica hospital
snack bar. The cottage included an 18-seat
Snack Bar, a 40-seat Tea Room and a 28-
seat Fireside Room, which also included the
gift shop.

The Kurth Cottage facility became part of
the main hospital during a 1963 expansion
and the original cottage, unfortunately, was
demolished to make room for a parking lot in
1963. The new facilities included a beautifully
appointed, Williamsburg-influenced Tea Room,
Snack Bar and Gift Shop, a new kitchen and
a gracious Fireside Room incorporating many
features of the original. Furnishings included
Mrs. Kurth’s Victorian sofa, chairs, a drop-leaf
table, fireplace andirons and white birch fire-
place logs. Fresh flowers in the Tea Room
were donated twice weekly by local florists, as
they still are today.

The cottage underwent major renovations in
1990, adding a Colonial blue color scheme to
the woodwork, new wallpaper, swag draperies,
new tables and chairs and handsome new
flooring. The china has matching blue borders
and volunteers wear matching blue smocks. A
canopied walkway leads to the entrance of the
facility and a new waiting area has been de-
signed around the former Fireside Room.

Throughout its history, Kurth Cottage has al-
ways been a profitable enterprise, helping
fund the many charitable activities of the La-
dies Auxiliary.

None of this success would have been pos-
sible, of course, without the untiring dedication
of the hundreds of volunteers who have
served over the past half-century. These
women have done more than simply run a
‘‘snack bar.’’ They have made the emotional
trauma of injury and illness more bearable for
the families of patients at Valley Hospital for
decades. They deserve our deepest gratitude
for all they have done to lighten the burdens
of patients and families. Most especially, we
bow in deepest admiration and respect for the

many volunteers who have given of them-
selves, both in time and personal dedication.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Kurth Cottage on its 50th anniver-
sary and thanking everyone involved with its
success for their hard work.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, today I com-
mend the 2000 Golden Apple Scholar award
winners from my district. The Golden Apple
Scholars program is to recruit talented high
school juniors who want to become teachers.

I would like to take the opportunity to recog-
nize Mr. Curtis Carpenter from Centralia High
School in Centralia, Illinois. Teachers, like par-
ents, have a unique opportunity—to touch the
life of a child. I can’t think of a more rewarding
experience.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, I was a former
high school teacher. I want to wish Curtis all
the same joy and success that I shared in my
teaching career.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, on March 29,
2000, I missed six recorded votes because I
was present at a bankruptcy trial in my com-
munity’s effort to keep St. Michael Hospital
and other Cleveland area hospitals from clos-
ing.

If I had been present, I would have voted
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 80, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 81, 82,
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 83, 84 and ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 85.
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Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, due to an ill-
ness, I was unable to be present for House
consideration of the following bills. Had I been
present, I would have voted in the following
manner:

Roll Call Vote #76—H.R. 2412, a bill desig-
nating the E. Ross Adair Federal Building and
U.S. Courthouse—I would have voted Yea.

Roll Call Vote #77—H. Con. Res. 292, a
resolution congratulating the people of Taiwan
for the successful conclusion of presidential
elections on March 18, 2000 and reaffirming
United State policy toward Taiwan and the
People’s Republic of China—I would have
voted Yea.

Roll Call Vote #78—H. Con. Res. 269, a
resolution commending the Library of Con-
gress and its staff for 200 years of outstanding
service to the Congress and the Nation—I
would have voted Yea.

Roll Call Vote #79—H.R. 5, the Senior Citi-
zen’s Freedom to Work Act—as I voted the
previous time the House considered it, I would
have voted Yea.

Roll Call Vote #80—Approving the Day’s
Journal—I would have voted Yea.

Roll Call Vote #81—H. Res. 450, the rule
providing for consideration of H.R. 3908; mak-
ing emergency supplemental appropriations
for Fiscal Year 2000—I would have voted Yea.

Roll Call Vote #82—an amendment to H.R.
3908 to cut $1.631 billion from several pro-
grams in the bill and to strike all references to
emergency designations, making the bill sub-
ject to spending caps—I would have voted
Yea.

Roll Call Vote #83—an amendment to H.R.
3908 to appropriate $4 billion in FY 2000
funds to reduce publicly-held debt—I would
have voted Yea.

Roll Call Vote #84—an amendment to H.R.
3908 to cut $552 million in Title I of the bill set
aside for illegal drug interdiction and counter-
drug programs—I would have voted Yea.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RICHARD BURR
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2000

Mr. BURR of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, I
regret that I was unable to be present for the
vote on final passage of H.R. 3908. Had I
been present I would have, albeit reluctantly,
voted in favor of the bill. While I whole-
heartedly endorse the provisions of Title III, I
did have concerns about much of the new
spending provided elsewhere in this legisla-
tion. Much of what is provided for in this bill
could have been addressed through the nor-
mal appropriations process.

Title III, however, addresses the true emer-
gency needs of many in this country, and in
North Carolina particularly. Thousands of peo-
ple in my home state are still struggling to
overcome the impact of last fall’s hurricanes.
The assistance provided in this emergency ap-
propriations bill will be critical in helping my
fellow North Carolinians return to at least a
semblance of the lives they led before last
September’s devastating floods. I am grateful
to the Appropriations Committee for providing
this much-needed assistance, and appreciate
their hard work in bringing this legislation to
the floor.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize a friend of
mine, Dr. Mandell I. Ganchrow, who will re-
ceive the Kesser Shem Tov Award from the
Orthodox Union on May 21st.

After retiring from his successful medical
practice. Dr. Ganchrow has devoted himself to
serving the Orthodox Union and to enhance its
public image. Mandell I. Ganchrow was elect-
ed as International President of the Orthodox
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